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24 credit requirement leaves schedules open
by Taylor Crawford
As Joe sat in class,
thoughts of the
hot beach raced
through his mind ... or all
the clothes at the mall ... or
the money he could be mak-
ingat work. . . or of sitting in
a class at a university getting
head start on a college edu-
cation ... or his pillow at
home. There were so many
other things he could've
been doing, instead of sitting
in a class where he didn't
care what was happening.
Many students like Joe,
suffered from the frustration
of having to take classes they
didn't need, because they al-
ready had the number of
credits needed to graduate.
This year's seniors had to
have 24 credits in order to
receive their diplomas. Nu-
merous students already
had the required number of
credits and were very frus-
trated sitting in a class,
knowing they didn't have to
be there.
"I feel it is a waste of time.
You could use this time to
work and make money for
college," stated Mike Stuer-
man.
There was some good to
this regulation. Students
took some beneficial classes
they normally wouldn't
have taken if they hadn't
had the free time.
"It's a chance to take
courses in other areas I'm in-
terested in," stated John
Hoopes. Hoopes was able to
take Advanced Reading and
Advanced Placement Euro-
pean History, which he prob-
ably wouldn't have other-
wise taken.
Some teachers were also
frustrated with students be-
cause they just sat in class,
collecting dust, instead of
caring about what they were
doing. Other teachers didn't
let it bother them and
thought positively about the
regulation.
"The state has set up the
requirements, and I think
that even if the students
have the required credits to
graduate, they can still bene-
fit from the extra classes,"
said Mrs. Mayer.
The seniors did have a
choice under certain cir-
cumstances. If the students
had the number of credits
needed by the end of their
senior year, they could grad-
uate early, after the first se-
mester was completed.
Until this state require-
ment is changed, students
like Joe will go on sitting in
classes they don't need, not
paying attention and day-
dreaming . . . the beach . . .
the mall . . . the job . . . the
pillow . . .
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